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Welcome to the first Newsletter of 2018.  We’ve included reports of Society events in 
December 2017, and lots of information about the year ahead, with the provisional 
diary dates of Society events.  We’ve also included the minutes of the 2018 AGM, 
which give more details of some of the items below.  

December 2017 
Christmas Tree Festival 
As usual we presented a colourful display at St. Swithun's Church, with a backdrop 
prepared by Mary Fenwick, and beautiful decorations for the Society tree by 
Members.  Fay and Pat helped assemble the display. 

!  

January 2018 
Minutes of the 50th Annual General Meeting,held at The Swan Studio on 
Thursday 18th January 2018 
Present 
14 members attended 
Chairman’s Welcome 
RAS Chairman, Andy Massey, welcomed all present to the 50th AGM and thanked 
everyone for attending.  
Apologies from Committee Members 
Helen Lems, Sheila Robertson, Margaret Harrod 
Minutes of 2017 AGM 
David Brown proposed acceptance of the minutes, Margaret Presley seconded and 
they were unanimously accepted. 
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Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising. 
Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman gave a positive report of the Society’s year, thanking all those who 
contributed in any way.  He also looked forward to 2018, in which we celebrate 50 
years of the Society.  (See separate sheet at end of Newsletter for full report.) 

The Officers of the Society for 2018  
Chair – Andy Massey  Vice Chair – vacant 
Secretary – Warren Cookson Treasurer – Wendy Smith 
General Committee Members 
The members for 2018 are:  Membership Secretary – Helen Lems 
David Brown, Brenda Bond, Fay Evason, Margaret Harrod, Sheila Robertson, 
Daphne Sidney, Sally Telfer, Mick Thomas, Jill Walker and, as co-opted member, Pat 
Lyon. 

Annual Subscriptions 
The annual subscriptions for this year will remain unchanged at £25.00. If you have 
not already renewed your subscription for 2018 please send payment to Helen Lems 
at Matron’s Cottage, Trinity Hospital, Trinity Road, Retford, DN227BD. (Please do 
not take your payments there in person). You can also pay at the monthly 
meetings at the Post 16 Centre on Thurs. Feb. 15th and March 29th. Also please 
remember to keep Helen informed of any changes to your contact details. 
(Subscription form enclosed)  Prompt payment of subs. will be much 
appreciated. All subs must be paid before March 31st. Subs will not be received 
on Exhibition Submission Day. 
Membership Card  
On payment of your subscription, you will be issued with a membership card, (if you 
haven’t already got one from last year – the card is not dated, and carries over from 
one year to the next). The membership card will prove helpful when obtaining a 
discount from Images frame shop, which allow us 10% discount. 

2018 Events Programme 
The 2018 programme of events is included at the end of this Newsletter and as usual 
features a wide range of attractions, including 9 monthly meetings, a Painting Day, 3 
workshops and the Summer and Autumn Exhibitions.  N.B. Updates on these details 
will be published on our Society website, and in the bi-monthly Newsletters. 
Spring Exhibition at St Swithuns Church 
Submission Day: Sat. 21st April 10am - noon   Preview evening: Wed 25th April 7pm 
Exhibition runs from Thurs. 26th April until Sat. 12th May inc. Charter Day on Mon. 
7th May 
Autumn Exhibition at St Swithuns Church 
Submission Day: Sat  6th Oct. 10am – noon. Preview Evening: Wed. 10th Oct 
Exhibition runs from Thurs. 11th Oct. until Sat. 27th Oct. 
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Monthly Meetings at the Post 16 Centre    
The first demonstration of 2018 is on 15th February, when Stephen Coates will be 
giving a demonstration on “Wet reflections in Watercolours”. The admission fee 
remains the same at £3 for members, £5 non members and £2 students. 

Workshops 
The first Workshop of 2018 is on Saturday 17th March at Clarborough Village Hall 
10.00 am to 3.30 pm with artist Julian Bray, working in acrylics.  Please contact 
Sheila Robertson for a place; 01909 476287, or sheilar45@hotmail.com.  

Life Drawing  
Life Drawing classes at the Swan Studio commence on Wednesday, February 
28th, from 7pm.  We are still very keen to get more helpers at these sessions, to 
support Daphne Sidney who will be coordinating them. 

Primary Care Trust  
This is an excellent scheme in which artists from local societies submit one  picture 
each, for display on the walls in the local PCT.  The pictures are on show for about 4 
months, and then a new display is put up.  It gives a chance for our art to be seen by 
a wide range of visitors and patients to the PCT, and is a very real therapy for many 
patients receiving treatment there. 
The next meeting for displaying paintings is Mon.14th May, at 4.30pm, in Room 5. 
You can submit one picture, so please bring it along on that day. 

Website 
Please look at our website which you will find by either searching for Retford Art 
Society or going to www.retford-art-society.co.uk     
All members who have entered pictures in the 2017 exhibitions should have a 
personal page under “Gallery”. You should find your pictures, plus maybe others 
from previous exhibitions, under your name. You should also find your pictures under 
the “Exhibitions” heading. 
Look at Andy Massey’s page as an example. Warren would like to personalise 
everyone’s page so please send him a paragraph or two about yourself. You can say 
whether you are willing to take commissions or give tuition etc. if you wish. (If so, 
please include an email address as the Art Soc does not act intermediary.) A photo 
would be great. Please send material to warrencookson@yahoo.co.uk. 
If you do not have a personal page Warren will make one for you if you send him 
some photos of your pictures.  
Under “What’s on” you can check the latest info on future events. 
If you find any errors or if you have any suggestions for improving the site please let 
Warren know. 
We hope to use the website in future as the place to visit for the latest information on 
the Society. 
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Painting Day 
A painting day is planned at on Thursday 30th August 2018; venue t.b.a. 

With regards 
Andy Massey  Chair 
Warren Cookson   Secretary 
6.2.18 

Monthly Meetings  ( 2018 )  
These Meetings are usually held on the last Thursday in 

each month in the Post 16 Centre, 
near the leisure centre, Retford at 7:15 pm to 9:30 pm 

(This programme of events may be subject to change - note that the 
dates change from the last Thursday during the school holidays) 

15th February Stephen Coates Wet reflections in 
Watercolours

29th March Peter Millward Chinese Brush Painting

26th April Vivienne Cawson Flowers in Watercolours

24th May Richard Holland Crashing Waves, in oils

28th June Angela Gaughan Wildlife in Acylics

26th July Julian Bray Critique (Swan Studio)

30th August Painting Day tba

28thSeptember Rob Waring Portraits in oils/pastels

25th October tba

29thNovember Graham Laughton Landscapes in oils

Workshops (2018) 
Workshops will be held at Clarborough Village Hall (CVH) or  

Swan Studio (SS) from 10am until 3:30pm 

17th March (CVH) Julian Bray Acrylics

16th June (CVH) Gwen Scott Watercolour

8th Sept (CVH) Jeremy Ford Pastels 
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Retford Art Society     Annual General 
Meeting 

Chairman's Report: January 2018 

 As ever, it’s been a busy and varied year for the Society.  Membership 
numbers remain healthy, and our programme of events has been generally 
well supported.  

The Committee was pleased to give honorary life membership to Pat Lyon and 
Joan Vickers, as a thank-you for all their work and support for the Society. 

I’d also like to thank two of our committee members who are standing down 
this year.  Margaret Presley and Rose Elkington have been enormously helpful 
and positive over many years, and I’m glad that they will be still around and 
helping out in the future in keeping the Society running successfully.  

Annual programme of Events 

• The two major exhibitions at St. Swithun's Church were bright, popular 
and successful events, and it was good to see artwork from Ranby 
Primary School, and Tuxford Academy Sixth form, displayed alongside 
the large body of work from RAS members.  
An innovative update of our display boards, coordinated by Mick 
Thomas and David Brown, has made the assembling and taking down of 
the exhibitions more efficient.  Many thanks to everyone who helped in 
making the exhibitions, and their previews, run so smoothly. 

• The three Workshops, held at Clarborough Village Hall, were arranged 
by Sheila Robertson, and proved popular and successful with members 
and some guests.  Professional artists Graham Laughton, Julian Bray 
and Tim Fisher gave hands-on guidance in oils, acrylics and pastels with 
ink. 

• Our regular monthly Demonstrations at the Post 16 Centre in Retford 
are one of the signature programmes of the Society, bringing an eclectic 
range of topics and professional artists for the benefit and enjoyment 
of members and guests.  It’s a pity that cold wintry evenings, or 
sweltering summer ones, sometimes keep the numbers down, and we 
want to encourage everyone to come along in 2018. 

• At the Swan Studio, the programme of Life Drawing on Wednesday 
evenings, and drop-in art DIY on Tuesdays and Fridays has attracted a 
small but enthusiastic following. 

• For all these events, many thanks to the committee members who 
organize and coordinate, working behind the scenes to make things 
happen. 

• Linked to our monthly programme, we had a successful Critique evening 
in July, where Graham Laughton cast a positive and professional eye 
over work by our members; not always easy to submit your own work 
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for appraisal, but rewarding as an objective insight on what we’re 
doing. 

• Our annual summer painting day saw about twenty members and guests 
capture, en plein air, the hidden charms and quiet grandeur of Bolham 
Manor. Many thanks to our hosts Pam and Butch Barnsdale,  for 
welcoming us to their home and garden. 

Other Events 

• Throughout the year, RAS members, and artists and photographers from 
other Societies, exhibit their work on a rolling programme at the 
Primary Care Trust.  This is coordinated by Dr Andrea McFarlane, who 
provides a great forum for artists to display their work, and for 
patients to enjoy and find therapy through art.  Any and every artist is 
welcome to submit one piece of work for a 4 month stint, so feel free to 
join the regular submission meetings. 

• The Life Drawing Exhibition at Bassetlaw Museum in the spring was a 
good venue for our members, with many visitors seeing the quality of 
this difficult and technical art form. 

• As part of the Retford Arts Festival in May, the Art Society laid on 
several enjoyable workshops in the Swan Studio for children.  Many 
thanks to the volunteers who ran these sessions. 

• The Society provided its annual display to the Christmas Tree Festival 
in St Swithun’s Church, and it looked stunning.  Many thanks to the 
members who worked on this. 

• We decided to move our annual get-together meal from an evening near 
Christmas to a lunchtime in Autumn, and it seems to have been a great 
success.  We went to the Retford Golf Club for a carvery meal and 
dessert, and a combination of great location and access, very good 
value and timing proved a winning formula.  The consensus is that we 
will do this again in 2018.  

Looking Ahead 

• Thanks to Warren Cookson, we now have a modern and up to date website which 
allows us to give out information and show work from all the exhibitions. We 
encourage all our members to contribute to the website, by providing pictures of 
their recent work, and a short account of their approach and enjoyment of art. 

• Our annual programme/calendar of events will be confirmed and printed on the 
easy-size card, ready for issue at the first demo meeting, in February. 

• 2018 is our 50th anniversary, and we hope to celebrate in a number of ways, and we 
hope members will join in the celebrations and events. As well as our usual 
programme of events, we are looking at the following ideas, and we’ll confirm 
plans once we check the level of support from members. 

➢ Visits to exhibitions at large galleries, specifically Leeds, Ferens in Hull, 
and National in London 

➢ Celebration meals locally 
➢ Bigger local exhibitions 

Finally, I thank you all for your support and wish you a happy new year.  

Andy Massey 

Chairman 
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RETFORD ART SOCIETY 
Annual Subscription Renewal Form 

• Please post this form with your annual subscription of £25 to Helen Lems, Matron's 
Cottage, Trinity Hospital, Hospital Road, Retford,   DN227BD 

• Please do not call in person. 
• Please  indicate below whether you prefer a receipt by e-mail or on paper.   

e-mail 
paper  paper 
If the latter, a receipt will be left for you to collect from Swan Studio; if you haven’t 
picked it up, we will try to give it to you at one of the monthly demonstrations at the 
Post 16 Centre.  Failing that, we will post it to you. 

• It is much easier, quicker and cheaper to contact members using email.  If you have 
an email address please make sure that you put it on the renewal form. 

• If you cannot do this, don't worry, we will send out information by regular post. 
Any information you give us is kept for Art Society purposes only and not passed to anyone 
else. 
January 2018 

Name  _____________________________________ 

Address  _____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________Post Code  ___________ 

Telephone  ____________________________ 

Email Address  ________________________________________________ 

Fee  £25_________ 
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