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Retford Art Society 

  NEWSLETTER       February 2020 

Welcome to the first newsletter of the new year. 2020 vision is not required however, as we 

artists can see a picture in anything. 

Our 52nd Annual General Meeting was held on 23rd January in the Labour Hall (to facilitate 

members less able to negotiate the stairs at Swan Studio). 21 members attended. 

Andy Massey gave a review of the previous year, reporting on the positive and detailing the 

problems incurred, and concluded by thanking all members and others for their contribution. He 

then stood down as chairman, and the election of a new committee was proceeded with. 

Those present were charged with electing four officers and seven committee members (3 were to 

continue into their second year of office). 

The officers for the society for 2020 are: 

Chair - Mick Thomas               Vice Chair – Margaret Presley 

Secretary – Paul Straker         Treasurer – Penny Murch 

General Committee Members for 2020 are  

Membership Secretary – Jill Walker 

Pat Lyon, David Brown, Daphne Sydney, Sheila Robertson, Margaret Harrod, Anne Raines, 

Brenda Bond, Denise Harrington, Fay Evason. 

I feel I must congratulate all the committee because we only had 3 at the start of the A.G.M. and 

we emerged with a full complement, which will enable us to manage the Society to the benefit of 

us all. 

The annual subscription for 2020 will remain at £30. 

If you have not already renewed your subscription, please send payment to Jill Walker at Swan 

Studio, 81b Carolgate, Retford, DN226EH.You can also pay at the first demo/meeting at the 

Labour Hall 26th March. All subs must be paid before 31st March. Membership cards are in the 

process of being organised. 

Events programme 

Unfortunately, last year the demos floundered because of events out of our control, and it soon 

became apparent that the Post 16 Centre was not fit for our purposes. Consequently, I have 

secured the use of the Labour Hall on New Street. Although not as palatial as the Post 16, it is 

conveniently situated with ample easy parking, has facilities for refreshments and is a fraction of 

the hire cost. 
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Our first demo will take place on 26th March. 

A further 3 dates have been planned during the year but have not been arranged because if the 

initial meeting is not successful, I will not pursue the others, as people do tend to vote with their 

feet. I have, however, had positive feedback from members, so please, please give your support. 

Workshops remain unchanged with regard to venue and organisation, and long may they 

continue. 

The venue for our Painting Day 13th August is to be arranged. 

The life drawing venue remains unchanged in the Swan Studio, albeit with a slight change in 

management and administration. Classes start 11th March and each Wednesday thereafter. 

Tuesday evenings will continue in the Swan Studio, but it has been decided to dispense with the 

Friday sessions due to lack of support. 

I have arranged a coach trip! Sunday June 14th 

Birmingham City Art Gallery is home to a large selection of Pre-Raphaelite paintings (Sir Edward 

Burne Jones was born in Birmingham). The gallery also has in its possession ‘Breugel’s Lost 

Masterpiece’. I have no doubt that the painting will be doing the rounds, so this is an ideal 

opportunity to view pretty much on our doorstep. The venue also boasts ‘The Staffordshire Hoard’, 

the largest collection of Anglo-Saxon treasure ever found. 

Entry is free and meals may be purchased at the Edwardian Tea Room and Bridge Café. 

The cost is £12 per person, cheques made out to Retford Art Society and sent to Mick Thomas, 6 

Church Close, North Wheatley, together with the booking form by 30th April 2020. 

Dates of Events 2020 

Workshops at Clarborough Village Hall: 10am - 3-30pm (Doors open 9-30am) 

Fee £25 members     £30 non members 

March 28th Graham Laughton - Landscape in Watercolour 

June 20th    Max Neal       Pastel 

Sept 19th      Richard Holland     Snow Landscape Oil 

Demos at the Labour Hall Retford:   7-15pm – 9-30pm (break for refreshments) 

Fee £4 members     £6 non members 

March 26th Graham Laughton    Winter landscape     Acrylic 

April 30th TBA      Sept.24th   TBA      Oct. 29th TBA 

Critique at the Labour Hall Gary Ashton May 28th     7-15pm – 9-30pm (break for tea)  

Free      members only 

Painting Day:  August 13th - venue TBA 



3 

 

Exhibitions 

 

Spring – Submission day - Sat. 18th April   10am – noon 

               Preview - Wed. 22nd April 7pm 

               Exhibition runs from Thurs. 23rd April until Sat. 9th May. 

 

Autumn – Submission day – Sat. 3rd October   10am – noon 

                Preview Wed. 7th October 7pm 

                Exhibition runs from Thurs. 8th October until Sat. 24th October 

 

Key contacts for programme: 

Workshops – Sheila Robertson 01909 476287  or sheilar45@hotmail.com 

 

Life Drawing – Margaret Harrod 07773956313 

Studio sessions – Pat Lyon 01777 701113 

Exhibitions – Mick Thomas 07561466173 

We also have an excellent exhibition of Life drawing in Bassetlaw Museum on Grove Street. 

Visitors will find an array of unique and often challenging work by the exhibitors, and the 

opportunity to view only presents itself every 3 or 4 years due to availability of space. Please take 

a look and enjoy the showcase of talent. The exhibition runs until 7th March and is free. 

Opening times: 10am until 4-30pm   Mon -Sat. 

We, as committee members, are enthusiastic for the Society and are determined to ensure 

that it goes from strength to strength. We can only progress with your support, and if there is 

anything that we are doing wrong - tell me, and if there is anything that we are doing right – tell 

everyone! 

Retford Art Society has a wealth of really good talent and produces work that wouldn’t be out of 

place in major galleries – I’ve been told many times, so keep it going and let’s show it off and 

enjoy the process. 

Happy days 

Mick 

 

 

 

mailto:sheilar45@hotmail.com
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DAY TRIP TO BIRMINGHAM CITY ART GALLERYAND MUSEUM 

 

Sunday June 14th 2020 

 

The coach will leave Kettlewell’s Yard at 8-30am. Free parking is available. 

The journey will take approx. 2 hours. The coach will drop us close to the gallery 

and entry is free. 

Refreshments may be purchased in the Edwardian Tearoom or the Bridge Café. 

We will have the rest of the day to view the masterpieces and other art on display, 

before departing at 5pm.  

 

To book, please complete the form below and return it to me with full payment 

(make cheques to Retford Art Society) by 30th April. 

 

Mick Thomas, 6 Church Close, North Wheatley, DN229BU 

Tel: 07561466173 

 

 

Booking for the day trip to Birmingham 

 

Sunday June 14th 2020 

 

I wish to book -----------places and enclose £--------------- 

 

 NAME(S) ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

                  --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

TELEPHONE ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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