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Welcome to the first Newsletter of 2019.  We’ve included lots of information 
about the year ahead, with the provisional diary dates of Society events.  
We’ve also included a summary of the 2019 AGM. 

Summary of the 51st Annual General Meeting, held at The Swan Studio on 
Thursday 24th January 2019 
16 members attended, on a cool, dry evening 
Andy Massey, the Chairman, gave a report of the Society’s 50th year, 
touching on the positives, and problems, and thanking all those who 
contributed in any way.    (See separate sheet at end of Newsletter for full 
report.) 
Here are some key points. 
Rule amendments/changes approved at the AGM 

• The Society accounts shall be “approved by an auditor or independent 
examiner who shall be approved by the Committee annually”  (This 
enables us to have our accounts checked, without having to use a 
qualified accountant/auditor) 

• “In the absence or non-election of any of the Society Officers (ie Chair, 
Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer) the Committee will continue to 
function to the best of its collective ability, until such time as that proves 
impossible.  At that point, a decision will be made to suspend or dissolve 
the Society.”  (This gives us the flexibility to keep the Society running, 
even if we haven’t got all the people in place on the Committee, but also 
to accept reality if we can’t keep it going) 

The Officers of the Society for 2019 
Chair – Andy Massey   Vice Chair – Kara Wilkinson 
Secretary – Fay Evason             Treasurer – Warren Cookson 

General Committee Members 
The members for 2019 are:  Membership Secretary – Jill Walker 
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David Brown, Brenda Bond, Margaret Harrod, Helen Lems, Pat Lyon, Sheila 
Robertson, Daphne Sidney, Sally Telfer, Mick Thomas,  

Annual Subscriptions 
The annual subscriptions for this year will increase from £25.00 to £30. If you 
have not already renewed your subscription for 2019 please send payment to 
Jill Walker at Swan Studio 81b Carolgate Retford, DN22 6EH. You can also 
pay at the Society meeting at the Post 16 Centre on Thurs. March 28th. Also 
please remember to keep Jill informed of any changes to your contact details. 
Prompt payment of subs. will be much appreciated. All subs must be paid 
before March 31st. Subs will not be received on Exhibition Submission Day. 

Membership Card  
On payment of your subscription, you will be issued with a membership card, 
(if you haven’t already got one from last year – the card is not dated, and 
carries over from one year to the next). The membership card will prove 
helpful when obtaining a discount from Images frame shop, which allow us 
10% discount. 

2019 Events Programme 
The 2019 programme of events is included at the end of this Newsletter and as 
usual features a wide range of attractions, including 6 monthly meetings, a 
Critique for members, a Painting Day, 3 workshops and the Summer and 
Autumn Exhibitions.  N.B. Updates on these details will be published on our 
Society website, and in the bi-monthly Newsletters. 

Spring Exhibition at St Swithuns Church 
Submission Day: Sat. 27th April 10am - noon   Preview evening: Wed 1st May 
7pm 
Exhibition runs from Thurs. 2nd May until Sat. 18th May inc. Charter Day on 
Mon. 6th May 

Autumn Exhibition at St Swithuns Church 
Submission Day: Sat 5th Oct. 10am – noon. Preview Evening: Wed. 9th Oct 
Exhibition runs from Thurs. 10th Oct. until Sat. 26th Oct. 

Demonstration Meetings at the Post 16 Centre    
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The first demonstration of 2019 is on 28th March, from 7.15 – 9.30pm when 
Stephen Coates will be giving a demonstration on “Watercolours”. The 
admission fee is £4 for Members and £6 for non-Members.  There are three 
sessions during the year when the demo will be combined with a workshop, 
and these sessions will run from 6.00 -9.00pm, and the cost will be £15 for 
Members. 

Workshops 
The first Workshop of 2019 is on Saturday 30th March at Clarborough 
Village Hall 10.00 am to 3.30 pm with artist Stephen Coates, working in 
watercolours.  Fees are £25 for members and £30 for non-members.  Please 
contact Sheila Robertson for a place; 01909 476287, or 
sheilar45@hotmail.com.  

Life Drawing  
Life Drawing sessions at the Swan Studio commence on Wednesday, 
March6th, from 7pm.  We are still very keen to get more helpers at these 
sessions, to support Daphne Sidney who will be coordinating them. 

Website 
Please look at our website which you will find by either searching for Retford 
Art Society or going to www.retford-art-society.co.uk     
All members who have entered pictures in the 2018 exhibitions should have a 
personal page under “Gallery”. You should find your pictures, plus maybe 
others from previous exhibitions, under your name. You should also find your 
pictures under the “Exhibitions” heading. 
Look at Andy Massey’s page as an example. Warren would like to personalise 
everyone’s page so please send him a paragraph or two about yourself. You 
can say whether you are willing to take commissions or give tuition etc. if you 
wish. (If so, please include an email address as the Art Soc does not act 
intermediary.) A photo would be great. Please send material to 
warrencookson@yahoo.co.uk. 
If you do not have a personal page Warren will make one for you if you send 
him some photos of your pictures.  
Under “What’s on” you can check the latest info on future events. 
If you find any errors or if you have any suggestions for improving the site 
please let Warren know. 
We hope to use the as the place to visit for the latest information on the 
Society. 
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With regards 
Andy Massey  Chairman 
16.2.19 

Demonstration Meetings  ( 2019 )  
These Meetings are held on Thursdays in the Post 16 Centre,  
near the leisure centre, Retford. Demos are from 7.15 until 

9.30pm; combined demos/workshops* (shown in red)are from 
6.00 until 9.00pm)  

(This programme of events may be subject to change) 

28th March Stephen Coates Watercolours

2nd May* Peter Millward Chinese Brush Painting*

6th June Tim Fisher Pastels

11th July Julian Bray Critique 

15th August Painting Day Rockley Mill

19thSeptember Richard Holland Oils

31st October* Julian Bray Life Drawing (6-9pm)*

28thNovember
* TBA Christmas demo/workshop 

(6.00-9.00pm)*

Workshops (2019) 
Workshops will be held at Clarborough Village Hall (CVH)  

 from 10am until 3:30pm 

30th March (CVH) Stephen Coates Watercolours

8th June (CVH) Tim Fisher Pastels

21st Sept (CVH) Richard Holland Oils
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Retford Art Society 

Chairman's AGM Report 2019 

From Andy Massey 

2019 was a landmark year for Retford Art Society, as we reached our 50th 
anniversary.  Back in 2017, the Committee had an enthusiastic range of ideas 
to celebrate this, but the muted response from the Society meant we had to 
curb that enthusiasm considerably. 

Nevertheless, we have a number of positives that I’m pleased and proud 
about, and I thank all the volunteers, mainly from the Committee, who have 
put in the time and effort to make those a success. 

• Our two big Exhibitions in St Swithun’s were notable for the quality of 
artwork and the subsequent sales, but also for the Preview evenings, 
enhanced by the very enjoyable buffets. 

• We arranged an ambitious programme of monthly demonstration 
evenings at the Post 16 Centre, as well as the Workshops and regular 
Life Drawing sessions. In addition, we also held the summer Critique 
here in Swan Studio, and the annual painting afternoon at Ellicar 
Gardens. 

• We’ve tried to widen our involvement as a Society, inviting Members to 
take part in the Bassetlaw Art Exhibition in April, and the Spa Lane 
Mural  Project in the spring, in association with the Civic Society.  
There was also an inspiring course on “Art and the Great War” which 
we ran at the Well in May. 

• December saw our involvement in the St Swithun’s Christmas Tree 
Festival, and, against the odds, we managed to have a very good 
celebration meal at Markham Moor Inn. 

It hasn’t all been plain sailing.  We’ve been confronted with a range of 
problems, often beyond our control.  Members will be aware, from the 
concerns mentioned in the regular Newsletters in 2018, of the issues of our 
loss of a Treasurer in 2109. 

• The problems of working without a full Committee in 2018, and the 
impending problems of not having a Treasurer or Auditor for 2019, 
have stretched us. 
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• The change of management and function at the Post 16 Centre 
threatened our continuing use of facilities there – though we hope that 
is now resolved. 

• The future of Ebsworth Hall, where we store our Exhibition equipment, 
has been under a cloud, though, again, that seems to be on hold, for 
now. 

• The mysterious removal, by the local Council, of one of our Exhibition 
advertising banners, meant time and frustration in trying to sort out 
that – and it’s still ongoing. 

• The stark realization that our income as a Society does not keep pace 
with the cost of all our activities, and that any cushion in our funding 
will not last, forces us to make realistic decisions and changes as a 
Society. 

Looking ahead, we try to stay positive.  Our membership numbers remain 
about the same, and we have already planned a provisional calendar for 2019, 
which includes a full programme, of two Exhibitions at St Swithun’s, 3 
Workshops at Clarborough, a range of demonstration evenings at the Post 16 
Centre (with, this year, several of those directly linked to the Workshops at 
Clarborough) and the Life Drawing and informal sessions in Swan Studio. 

The continuing concern about keeping the Society running prompts me to 
propose some changes, in our Constitution/Rules. (See item9) 

These are to give us, as a Committee and Society, more flexibility in how we 
run the Society.  In a perfect world, we could continue as in the past; but for 
us it is far from perfect, so we need to have more room to manoeuvre, rather 
than being tied by some restrictive rules. For example, if we stuck strictly to 
our current Rules, about having specific Officers on the Committee, we would 
have been breaking our own rules for the whole of 2018. 

I hope you, and the Society as a whole, will support what I’m trying to do, and 
that we all have a successful, artistic, 2019. 

Andy Massey 

Chairman 

January 2019
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